
 

Our Centennial ? 

UNIQUE and EXCEPTIONAL !  

You can have no reason to miss this 

 

YES, together, we will enjoy the 100 years of Kiwanis International  

in Luxembourg, the heart of Europe. 

The "Committee on Marketing, Branding & Communication" and our 

KIEF President Vincent have well thought and bring in Luxemburg a 

copy of the Centennial Detroit exhibit. 

On Thursday June 4 in hotel Novotel Kirchberg a t 6pm opening of 

the exhibit 100 pics for 100 years of Kiwanis. A nice catalog will be 

handed over to any visitor. 

From 1915 (Founder Alan Browne issued stock certificates for the 

purpose of building a Kiwanis club house) over 1919 (US President 

Woodrow Wilson thanked Kiwanis for supporting the League of 

Nations) going along 1963 (Kiwanis Club of Vienna is the first Kiwanis 

club to be organized in Europe. About five hundred Americans joined 

one hundred Austrians in the ceremonies at the Palais Auersperg in 

Vienna) up to today! 

Don’t hesitate and go to http://www.kiwanis.eu/fr/program.html, for a 

full view on the program. 

GLAMOUROUS ! 

 

Kief Convention Luxembourg: Online registration to the Convention activities and 
to registrate as voting member is open http://www.kiwanis.eu/en/video-convention-

2015.html and will close on May 15 for registration of activities. 

All details about Convention can be found on http://www.kiwanis.eu/it/activities-
2014-15/ki-ef-convention-2015.html              

If questions remain just contact luxembourg@kiwanis.eu 

The decisions of the EC meeting of 24/25 April can be read on 

http://www.kiwanis.eu/en/message-president.htm 

http://www.kiwanis.eu/fr/program.html
http://www.kiwanis.eu/it/activities-2014-15/ki-ef-convention-2015.html
http://www.kiwanis.eu/it/activities-2014-15/ki-ef-convention-2015.html


 

Herman Pittomvils honoured 

On friday April 24th the KIEF EC gathered for a meeting 

in Sint Truiden. Choice specifically done to have the 

possibility to cheer with the Nestor among our KIEF 

Advisors, Herman Pittomvils, who has not only a 38 

years long Kiwanis carreer but has now reached the 25 

years of offices within KIwanis in his District, in the 

Federation and on international level. This carreer was 

largely rephrased during an evening with Marie Jeanne 

and Herman, a great part of his club members, the 

Belux Governor Johan Henderix, Executive Director Stan 

Soderstrom and the whole reunited KIEF EC. 

Thank you Herman for all this service ! 

Vincent, KIEF President 

 

Help for Nepal 

Receiving from different coins of Europe requests and messages about help for Nepal, 

here a message which I freshly received by KIF President Bob Parton 

I know many of you have received questions about the tragic situation in Nepal. We 
are all deeply saddened by this crisis. However, the Kiwanis International 

Foundation's policies require that we only consider sending funds, upon request, to 
Kiwanis entities who are in the affected areas so they can respond on behalf of all 

Kiwanians. Since we have no formal Kiwanis presence there, we cannot provide 
resources. 

If Kiwanians want to respond, they should donate at UNICEF 

or, if outside the US, through their own UNICEF national committee 

Vincent  

 

  

https://www.unicefusa.org/donate/nepal-earthquake-help-children-now/24226?ms=ref_dig_2015_web_sitewide_20150425_alertbanner


 

Ernest Schmid, President Elect; smile and dream 

 

To be a Kiwanian is not a burden, but an honor and a great responsibility, especially towards the 

children, for whom we build a bridge to the future and this every day. Kiwanis is the only organization 

to deliver „ACTIVE“ service for the welfare of children in the world - SERVING THE CHILDREN OF THE 

WORLD -. Kiwanis has affected my personal life as well as my professional life. In order to attract more 

young people for Kiwanis, I put myself to the challenge as one of the youngest president in the 

European Federation. It is a great personal interest, as a young Kiwanian, to promote the mission 

statement of Kiwanis at a national and international level.  I`m a person who thinks in solutions and 

not in problems. I will use this strength in cooperation with all Kiwanians, national and international, to 

achieve our goals. I was asked, why I'm Kiwanians. I told him, Kiwanians have simple and clear goals 

and a simple and clear vision. Goals and vision are very easy to explain with the magic 3 „F“: 

Fundraising: Eliminate: Simple and Clear. One of the most important pillars. Midpoint children. Unique. 

Friendshi : Is supported very high in Europe. We appreciate the trust and respectful interaction. 

Fun: Kiwanis should be fun, otherwise nothing will work. We have to get out of your comfort zone 

(„Out-of-the-Box Thinking“). 

But, if there is no friendship, there is also no fun and fundraising. There is no fundraising there is no 

"serving the children of the world". 

There are no friendships, there is no 

fun and no fundraising. Fun and 

Friendship should not come short of 

it. “Kiwanis with a S.M.I.L.E.” to 

guide us through the coming year. I 

want to leave with you together the 

comfort zone, for example with the 

words of a famous TV-series: 

“Space. The final frontier. We are 

located in a distant future. These are 

the voyages of the new KIEF-Board 

2015/2016, this is light years away 

from Earth on the way to explore 

strange new districts in Europe, 

unknown life forms and new 

civilizations. The KIEF-Board go in 

districts in Europe ,where no man and woman has gone before.” 

I HAVE DREAM, that one day Kiwanians are represented in each european countries.  

I HAVE DREAM, that one day nobody has to die on maternal and neonatal tetanus.  

I HAVE DREAM, that one day Kiwanis wil be the Nr. 1 of all Service-Organisations worldwide. 

I'm very proud to serve this global organization as President 2015/2016, to build a bridge to the future 

in our Kiwanis World and to be a Kiwanian. 

Kiwanis with a S.M.I.L.E 

Ernest Schmid, KIEF President elect 

  



TI-KI-RO, a new formula in Romania 

After organizing the KEYC Youth Camp in Padureni, Romania, in 2014, I realized that we 

Kiwanis Romania needed a refreshment , a youthful new wind of change. It was then that we 

decided to create the logistic frame for organizing these groups, but especially to choose my 

future leaders 

On the occasion of the Growth Meeting held in Prague in October 2014 I already proposed a 

generic name for the youth movement in Romania: TIKIRO (Tineret Kiwanis Romania – i.e. 

Romanian Kiwanis Youth) to Mrs. Boutroy and the European Board. The Board presided by 

Mrs. Marie-Jeanne Boutroy is one that has supported us since the beginning in order to create 

a youth movement and we 

decided a target of eight 

TIKIRO clubs by the end of 

2015 . 

My team and I have created 

TIKIRO distinctive signs: 

pins, silicone bracelets . 

Furthermore, each member 

has their own "volunteering 

book" with a personal 

number, which will record the 

volunteering hours 

performed. Also a registration 

form has been drafted for 

each new member. There is 

also a motivational strategy 

which allows five of the most active youth – the ones recording the longest volunteering 

hours – to have a 50% deduction of the TIKIRO-Camp participation fee.  

On the occasion of Centenary Congress in Bucharest we invited representatives of all 

chartered clubs: Tr Magurele, Galati, Iasi, Sfantu Gheorghe, Covasna, Corabia a.s.o., and also 

the clubs in-formation : Oradea, Cluj, Buzau and Alexandria to a special agenda meeting 

called TIKIRO MEETING, with the presence of 20 juniors aged 13-18 and of five members of 

YP Romania. The meeting began with a delay of one hour because some of the youth were 

involved in presentations and other events organized by the parenting clubs on the occasion 

of the Congress. The meeting started with a creative self-introduction interview game . Then 

I made a brief presentation of youth camps organized in 2015. The agenda conclude with  Mr. 

Ernest Schmid’s unique and interactive presentation of common games: knot and jungle ball. 

All young participants were invited to the “Friendship Dinner", where they entertained the 

Congress participants with traditional folk songs and where they had fun together with the 

adult members of Kiwanis Romania. 

Mention should be made that among the enrolled youth there are a couple who are of the 

Young Professional age group. About them, probably in the next flash. 

Tribel Istvan 

Immediate Past-Governor Romania, Founder of the TIKIRO movement 

 



Kiwanisport: a successful action for the District France Monaco 

 

Jean-Michel Reiter had chosen for his year of Governor to put forward Kiwanisport within the 

framework of the action Handicap and Live together. 

"Kiwanisport is an association born in 1992, the members are Kiwanis clubs of the Ile-de-France, close 

to Paris. We organized for 22 years sports routes for people with mental disease. Indeed, the people in 

situation of mental handicap have no solid structure to be welcomed. It is an action in sync with the 

current values of the society. A few years ago, we had difficulty to open the doors of schools. Now, it 

changes. The Department of Education supports this type of meetings. It allows the young people of 

the middle schools to be confronted with the world of the handicap. It joins the notion of tolerance and 

education into the citizenship”. 

The objectives of these meetings: 

- Fight against the settled way of life and maintain the experiences of the disabled people. 

 - Give the opportunity to meet young and less young people, without arresting their looks for all that, 

represent a social and cultural enrichment. 

- The members of the KiwaniSport contribute to the integration in a sport logic to people affected by 

handicap.  

- This action is for valid people, and citizen (schoolchildren, high school students, hospital, public 

service), and aims at making you more sensitive to the various handicaps. 

To Kiwanisport, we make a point of honor to respect the moto: " in each a challenge " 

Thanks to Kiwanisport, people from 7 to 77 year-old and more, presenting reduced physical abilities, 

even associated psychomotor disorders can practice a sport activity. They realize surprising and 

unforgettable performances under the watchful eye of Kiwanians trained for that purpose, volunteers 

and public.   

                         

Jean-Michel Reiter, Past-Governor France-Monaco  
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